PARTNERS IN THEIR OWN WORDS
GERMANY (NIEMCY)

August-Hoch-Schule – Andernach
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“The AHS school is a regional school in the center of Andernach. It offers a  range of different types of schools, like vocational schools (electro technology, IT, engineering, banking, office management) , Senior technical secondary school and secondary schools (house keeping, health care, office management). Andernach is a small town (ca. 30.000 inhabitants) on the river Rhine, situated between Coblence and Bonn. In the last decades there has been an increase in students from many different ethnic and cultural backgrounds (about 20-25%). The most important value for our school is fellowship and we strive to make the pupils feel this and use the cultural differences in a positive manner. As our school system is quite flexible, there are good possibilities for  them to continue on to higher education or to made an apprenticeship finding jobs in one of the small and medium sized companies of the region. Youth unemployment rate is quite low (6,85%). 

Our school participates in the pilot project of the Ministry of Education in order to implement a quality audit scheme called EQL (Responsibility, Quality of teaching, Learning culture and competence development).This project is especially interesting to us, as it brings together young people from many Europeans cultures, and our students get the chance to gain knowledge about other European students and their working methods”.
GREECE (GRECJA)

Geniko Lykeio Galatsi – Galatsi - Athens (Ateny)
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“Our school is located in a residential area of Athens, Greece’s capital. Our students come from middle and lower social classes and they need to be in contact with other European Schools’ students in order to develop their skills and enrich their experiences. The collaboration during the program will strengthen their creativity and sharpen their ingenuity in order to live as normal citizens in the European Union environment and also in our country’s new environment recently formed by the effects of the current economic crisis. 

Our school has gained experience from European related programs during the past years and we receive positive evaluation results from our students. Hopefully, our participation to the new European collaboration program will give our students the opportunity to experience new ideas and perceptions of their peers, to exchange views within a subject’s framework, to practice their English and to take initiatives and responsibility for successfully accomplishing a common task. 

Since Greece is one of the oldest wine-producing regions in the world with earliest evidence of Greek wine dated to 6,500 years ago, the common topic under which our schools will work together, is offered for cultural approach (links with Mythology and Religion), for sociological and science approach (vine cultivation and wine production) and for economic perspective approach (entrepreneurship).  Alongside, the program will keep the channels open to the community, as it will be developed in partnership with parents and the local municipal authorities and the results will be presented to the local community”.
CROATIA (CHORWACJA)

Gospodarska škola – Čakovec
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“The Vocational School in Čakovec is a secondary school – with more than 600 students aged 15-18, as well as 70 teachers that cover many programmes, primarily in the field of agriculture, transport, personal services and textile. It is located in the northernmost part of Croatia near the Hungarian and Slovenian borders. This is a tradition wine region with many wine cellars that promote traditional culinary specialties and culture of wine drinking, especially the recognized top class wines. Our school produces wine, and we are a part of this traditional region. We have participated in the creation of the first trademark white wine "Pušipel" from our vineyards.  Young people have to understand how important tradition is (promoting wine cellars, local wine producers, wine tasting, gastronomy, old crafts and regional traditions) and how it can be used to develop the region, as well as rural tourism. After graduating from our school, some students can start to practice their trade immediately, while others can take the Nationwide Leaving Examination and enroll in a university.

 Although most of our students are Croatians, there is a number of Romany students enrolled in our school. They are at risk of social exclusion, and their background and lack of support from their community regarding education means they struggle throughout their schooling. The integration of Romany people is another nationwide social issue that Vocational School in Čakovec has been dealing with success so far, resulting in increased tolerance among students”.
LITHUANIA (LITWA)

Vilnius Zverynas Gymnasium – Vilnius (Wilno)
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“Vilnius Zverynas Gymnasium was founded 70 years ago. It is situated in the capital city of Lithuania, Vilnius. There are about 1200 students and about 90 teachers in the Gymnasium. The students of the Gymnasium range from 11 to 19 years old. Recent decades have brought a number of changes in the political and social life of Lithuania. These changes had a dramatic impact on the value system of the society, and on the young generation in particular. Especially we are alarmed by the low drinking culture among young adults. We believe that it is necessary to speak about the drinking culture on different levels, and with the youths of different ages. The Gymnasium carries out a successful preventive programme which informs students about the consequences of harmful habits, aims to form zero tolerance of these habits as well as encourages acceptable behaviour. We believe that the participation in this project will encourage the students of the Gymnasium to look deeper into the historic and cultural context of drinking culture in the national as well as international context”.
ITALY (WŁOCHY)
I.T.  "Leonardo da Vinci" Istituto Tecnico Economico Tecnologico – Milazzo Sycily (Sycylia)
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”Our school is located in Milazzo, a small town of about 32.000 inhabitants on the northern coast of Sicily. It is a technical institute with 6 different courses: commercial, computer programming, building, tourism, graphics and communications, telecommunications. We host about 900 students in an area with about 100.000 inhabitants employed in small enterprises working in agriculture, food industry, tertiary sector, fishing, craftship, industry, but unfortunately there is a large part of unemployment as well. In our area there are two very important D.O.C. wine productions: Malvasia in the Aeolian Islands and Mamertino in Milazzo's surroundings, this one of the most ancient wines in the world and the one preferred by Julius Caesar. Our students of tourism course continuously experience at first hand realities concerning even the promotion campaign of enogastronomic (wine and food) journeys in Sicily. Students of the commercial course study and simulate the management of a firm producing, bottling and releasing quality wines. For these reasons we can offer our partners a good "on battlefield" experience related to the main theme of this project. This project is especially interesting for us, as it let young people meet one another from many European cultures, and our students get the chance to gain knowledge about other European students and their working methods”.

PORTUGAL (PORTUGALIA)

Escola Secundária de Montemor-o-Novo - Montemor-o-Novo
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“Our institution is located in Alentejo, the biggest region of Portugal but also the sparsest in population. The Alentejo is rich in open space and beautiful landscapes. The climate allows for outdoor activities almost all year and the population is characterized as being very welcoming and friendly. Alentejo is one of the most famous wine regions in Portugal and is the perfect setting for Eco and Eno-tourism. During decades agriculture was the main area of employment, but European policies lead to a progressive abandonment of this area that resulted in high unemployment rates. Nowadays vast areas of vineyards cover the extensive plains, giving new hope to a population with the highest rate of analphabetism (16% in 2001), low scholar level and professional qualification.

The school is located in a small city (11298 inhabitants in 2004) and serves ten rural parishes connected to the city by a reduced number of public transports. Nevertheless, we have good communications to Évora (the district capital) and Lisbon (the country capital). Our student population is very heterogeneous, the majority of them belong to working-class homes but others come from families with smaller incomes (sometimes also disrupted) and have low expectations for their future life. A large number of students are forced to be the whole day at school, because of the lack of transports, making it necessary to find interesting ways to occupy them, the fact that the majority of the parents work outside their hometown also increases this need. 

The topic chosen for this partnership not only appeals to the traditional background of wine production but also to new wine related perspectives which will allow to reinforce economically the region. One of the values of the topic is its interdisciplinary nature, as it can be included to different curricula. 

In 2011 the school initiated a Tourism and Rural Development vocational course, which responds to the society growing interest in sustainable tourism, which can be a source of future employment.

In the present circumstance it's crucial that young people, as well as teachers, learn to learn from one another in an European context, valuing the communication in a different language, the increase use of new technologies and promoting entrepreneurship”.
